Paraneoplastic syndrome simulating encephalitis in the course of testicular seminoma.
A case of paraneoplastic syndrome diagnosed post mortem in a 68-year-old man with a single submandibular lymphatic metastasis of testicular seminoma is presented. The syndrome developed 3 years after orchidectomy and clinically combined the features of limbic and bulbar encephalitis together with signs of cerebellar degeneration. Histological examination revealed marked loss of cerebellar Purkinje and granular cells and to a lesser extent of cerebral cortical neurons. Additionally axonal injury (spheroids) and multifocal demyelination with sparse lymphocytic infiltrations was observed. Immunohistochemically, strong reaction with monoclonal anti-human IgG in some neurons of cerebellum was detected whereas the reaction with anti-complement (C3b) receptor in corresponding sections was negative. It is suggested that the presented case may represent a "burn out" stage of paraneoplastic syndrome associated with anti-neuronal antibodies, however the isolation of specific antibodies was not performed.